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Richard Eyer (center) is starred in Allied Artists’ “Johnny Rocco,” 


opening......... at thes... ici. 


theatre. The picture, produced by Scott 


R. Dunlap, also stars Stephen McNally (right) and Coleen Gray, and 
tells the story of a gangster’s son who is an eye witness to a killing by 
a member of the dope ring in which his father and James Flavin (left) 


are involved. The supporting cast 
Leslie Bradley, Russ Conway and 


includes such excellent players as 
Frank Wilcox. 


‘JOHNNY ROCCO' PRESENTS 
YOUNG STAR IN TITLE ROLE 


(Advance) 
How a 13-year old boy becomes an innocent pawn in 


an underworld plot to shield 
in the Allied Artists’ drama 


a killer is vividly portrayed 
“Johnny Rocco,” a Scott R. 


Dunlap production, starring Richard Eyer in the title 
role, Stephen McNally and Coleen Gray. The picture is 


scheduled to open 
the theatre. 

Young Richard Eyer, the won- 
derful little lad seen in “Friendly | 
Persuasion” and other fine mo-; 
tion pictures and television shows, 
is cast as the son of a gangster 
who is a member of a vicious nar- 
cotic ring. The youngster be- 
comes the key witness in a killing 
when the driver of the car in 
which he is riding with his father, 
suddenly stops the car to purpose- 
ly kill a closely pursuing motor- 
cycle officer. Johnny is stunned 
and shocked by what he has seen. 

The top men of the smuggling 
syndicate, fearful that the boy will 
talk about the murder, launch a 
campaign of terror against him 
and his father. Rocco, realizing 
that his own as well as his boy’s 
life are in danger, appeals to a 
friendly priest and the son’s school 
teacher to help him out of his di- 
lemma. But it is the boy himself 


THE CAST 


Johnny... . RICHARD EYER 
Rocco. STEPHEN McNALLY 
Baas eo COLEEN GRAY 
Mooney.. JAMES FLAVIN 
Inspector Garron 
ee RUSS CONWAY 
Pather Regan... 2.5). 
Salas LESLIE BRADLEY 
Lane..... FRANK WILCOX 
Dino. . .M. G. (Matty) FAIN © 
Motorcycle Cop......... | 
ao peony LOFLIN=: 


ate 


who finds a way to extricate him- 


self and his father from their situ- | 


ation. The climax is reached in a 
powerfully dramatic sequence in 
which Rocco comes close to losing 
his life to protect the boy. 

One of the strong points of 
“Johnny Rocco” is the fine cast 
selected by producer Dunlap. Mc- 
Nally as the boy’s gangster parent, 
and Coleen Gray as the sympa- 
thetic school teacher star with 
Eyer. An excellent supporting cast 
includes James Flavin, Leslie Brad- 
ley, Frank Wilcox and Russ Con- 
way. 

Paul Landres directed the screen- 
play which was written by James 
O’Hanlon and Samuel F. Roeca 
from a story by Richard Carlson. 


Again Teamed 
In Star Roles 


Stephen McNally and Coleen 
Gray who were starred in “Hell’s 
Five Hours,” an Allied Artists pic- 
ture, are teamed once again for 
the studio’s ‘Johnny Rocco,’ now 
showing at the theatre. 
Co-starred with McNally and Miss 
Gray is Richard Eyer, the wonder- 
ful lad from “Friendly Persuasion” 
and other hit movies. 

In addition to the trio of stars, 
the supporting cast includes such 
popular players as Russ Conway, 
Leslie Bradley, James Flavin and 
others. The film produced by Scott 
R. Dunlap, was directed by Paul 
Landres. 


THE STORY 


(Not for Publication) 


A sedan used in smuggling narcotics speeds north from Tijuana. 
In it are Mooney (James Flavin) and Rocco (Stephen McNally), 
gangsters, and Rocco's son, Johnny (Richard Eyer). A motorcycle 
cop overiakes it. Mooney suddenly brakes the sedan, the officer 
smashes into it and is killed. Johnny is shocked by the murder. 
Mooney cautions Rocco to keep the kid’s mouth shut. Later at school, 


his teacher, Lois (Coleen Gray), 


noticing something is troubling 


Johnny, calls on his father and awakens in Rocco an awareness of 
the world his son is being exposed to. The narcotic smuggling syndi- 
cate head, Lane (Frank Wilcox), fearful that Johnny will tell al] he 
knows, orders Mooney to trail the boy. To escape Mooney, Johnny 
runs intd a church where he is befriended by Father Regen (Leslie 


Bradley). Inspector Garron (Russ 


Conway) meanwhile visits Lois, 


who was seen emerging from Rocco’s apartment. She explains her 
mission, and Garron, now suspecting Rocco, confronts him with the 
assertion the gang will stop at nothing if they think the boy will 
talk. Rocco insists he knows nothing of the crime. But Rocco actually 


realizes he now must protect his 


boy's lite. Rocco provides Father 


Regen with money to care for the lad and asks the teacher to let 
Johnny live with her. Then he returns to his apartment to await 
whatever the gang might deal him. But he hasn't counted on his 
son's loyalty. Johnny runs back home and enters it just as ‘his father 
is shot by Mooney. Inspector Garron closes in for Mooney’s arrest. 
Meanwhile, Johnny discloses it was Mooney, not his father, re- 
sponsible for the motorcycle officer's death. Johnny, taken under 
care by Father Regen and Lois, hopes his father recovers from his 
wounds and may enjoy a respectable future. 
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Three Stars Cast 
in Crime Drama 


Three stars, Richard Eyer, 
Stephen McNally and Coleen Gray, 
head the cast of “Johnny Rocco,” 
opening BANC anes: 
theatre. The film, produced by 
Scott R. Dunlap for Allied Artists, 
is a melodrama that concerns 
smuggling of narcotics by a syndi- 
cate whose million dollar racket is 
threatened .by a 13-year-old boy. 

Young Eyer, best remembered 
for his performance as the son of 
Gary Cooper in “Friendly Persua- 
sion,” is cast as a boy whose 
father is a member of the dope 
ring. While in a car carrying 
smuggled dope and speeding north 
from a Mexican border town, they 
see the driver purposely brake the 
car in front of a closely pursuing 
motorcycle officer. The youth is 
shocked and shaken by the fatal 
result. 

Stephen McNally, in the role of 
the gangster parent, realizes that 
his son as well as himself are in a 
bad spot. He learns that. syndicate’s 
top man has assigned a hoodlum 
to keep constant watch on them. 
He enlists the cooperation of the 
boy’s school teacher, Coleen Gray, 
and a priest, Leslie Bradley, who 
had befriended the boy. Together 
they manage to protect the lad, 
but not until they are forced to 
expose themselves to the same 
danger that beset the boy. The 
climax in which the boy demon- 
strates his loyalty to his erring 
parent is intensely dramatic. 

Appearing in supporting roles are 
James Flavin, Frank Wilcox, and 
Russ Conway. James O’Hanlon and 
Samuel F. Roeca wrote the screen- 
play from a story by Richard 
Carlson. Paul Landres directed. 


Young Richard Eyer and Stephen 
McNally are starred with Coleen 
Gray in “Johnny Rocco,” produced 
by Scott R. Dunlap for Allied 
Artists. The picture, opening . 

at the theatre, 
presents Eyer as the son of a 
gangster, who, with his father be- 
come the target of a terror cam- 
paign after the boy had witnessed 
a killing. 


RARE 


James Flavin, veteran screen 
star, has become a “heavy,” and is 
happy about it. After appearing as 
a lawman in hundreds of movies 
over a period of 15 years, the silver- 
haired actor accepted the role of a 
hoodlum in Allied Artists’ “Johnny 
Rocco” opening at the 


CREDITS 


A Scott R. Dunlap Production; 
produced by Scott R. Dunlap; 
Directed by Paul Landres; 
Screenplay by James O'Hanlon 
and Samuel F. Roeca; Story by 
Richard Carlson; Photographed 
by William Margulies; Assistant 
director, Herb Mendelson; Art 
director, David Milton; Produc- 
tion Manager, Edward Morey, 
]r.; Music composed and con- 
ducted by Edward J. Kay; Film 
Editor, George White; Music 
Editor, Jerry Irvin; Sound Editor, 
Charles Schelling; Set Decorator, 
Joseph Kish: Set Continuity, 
Virginia Mazzuca; Recording 
Engineer, Ralph Butler; Ward- 
robe, Roger J. Weinberg: Make- 
up artist, John Holden; Con- 
struction Supervisor, James West: 
Property, Sam Gordon. 


STELLAR CAST MAKES ‘JOHNNY 
ROCCO’ EXCITING FILM FARE 


(Review) 


s 


Richard Eyer has been before the cameras over.12 
years and he has yet to celebrate his fourteenth birthday. 
The young player has had key roles in such pictures as 


‘Friendly Persuasion,” “‘Desperate Hours, 


” 


and scores of 


network television shows, but in “Johnny Rocco,” the 


Scott R. Dunlap production fore 


Allied Artists that opened yester- 
day at the theatre, | 


screenplay b 7 James O’Hanlon 
and Samuel’F. Roeca from Rich- 


he earned his right to share star| 2? Carlson's original story, plus 


honors with Stephen McNally and 
lovely Coleen Gray. Bd 

To simply say that the boy’s 
performance in the title role was 
perfectly handled is not enough. 
The lad is superb. Richard is seen | 
as the son of a gangster who is a 
member of a narcotics smuggling | 
syndicate. The erring parent, ex- 
pertly played by Stephen McNal- 
ly, is instrumental in getting his 
son involved with a murder. 

Afraid that the boy will talk, the 
top man of the dope ring, superb- 
ly played by Frank Wilcox, as- 
signs one of his hoodlums to keep 
close watch on the boy and his 
father. Fearing for his boy’s life 
as well as his own, Rocco appeals 
to the boy’s teacher, a role sym- 
pathetically played by Coleen 
Gray, and a priest, enacted by 
Leslie Bradley, who had befriend- 
ed the scared lad, for help. Rocco 
decides to have a showdown with 
the men who have been terroriz- 
ing his son, despite the danger 
of such a meeting. In a high- 
ly dramatic climax, young Johnny 
takes matters into his own hands 
and succeeds in bringing the story 
to a surprising end. 


Every member of the cast adds 
to the value of the film with spe- 
cial accolades going to James 
Flavin, Leslie Bradley, Russ Con- 
way and Frank Wilcox. The 


Dope Smuggling 
Huge Business 


How millions of dollars worth of 
narcotics are annually smuggled 
into the United States from towns 
along the Mexican border, is told 
in Allied Artists’ “Johnny Rocco,” 
NOW ab: the: Gries ace theatre. 

The picture, produced by Scott 
R. Dunlap and directed by Paul 
Landres, stars Richard Eyer, 
Stephen McNally and Coleen Gray. 


Richard Eyer, the wonderful lad 
from “Friendly Persuasion,” is cast 
as the son of a gangster who is a 
member of a notorious narcotic 
smuggling syndicate. The 13-year- 
old boy becomes dangerously in- 
volved with the dope ring when 
he sees one of its hoodlums de- 
liberately crash drive a car to kill 
a pursuing motorcycle officer. 

Stephen McNally portrays the 
role of the gangster parent, while 
Coleen Gray is the boy’s public 
school teacher whose fondness for 
the lad prompts her to offer a 
helping hand to the troubled boy. 
Other well-known players in the 
cast are James Flavin, Leslie Brad- 
ley, Frank Wilcox and Russ Con- 
way. 

The screenplay was written by 
James O’Hanlon and Samuel F. 
Roeca from a story by Richard 


Carlson. 


Paul Landres’ direction, all help 
to make “Johnny Rocco” an ex- 
cellent piece of movie make- 
believe. 


Richard Eyer, starred with Stephen 
McNally and Coleen Gray in Al- 
lied Artists’ “Johnny Rocco,” pro- 
duced by Scott R. Dunlap, has the 
title role in the film now at the 
Se haar theatre. Supporting the 
trio of stars are such fine players 
as James Flavin, Leslie Bradley, 
Russ Conway and Frank Wilcox. 


BUSY 

Coleen Gray, starred with Rich- 
ard Eyer and Stephen McNally in 
Allied Artists’ “Johnny Rocco,” now 
at thes Seen theatre, keeps 
herself busy both on and off the 
screen. Between her motion picture 
and television assignments, Miss 
Gray is busy attending meetings of 
several women’s groups in which 
she holds important posts and 
whose main object is to lend a 
helping hand to those less fortu- 
nate. 


SWITCHED 
Finding that the acting profes- 
sion for him could be more lucra- 
tive than a law practice, Stephen 
McNally, starred with Richard 
Eyer and Coleen Gray in Allied 
Artists’ “Johnny Rocco,” did not 
hesitate to give up law business 
after two years of it. Now, as 
father of a family of eight, he’s 
glad he did. McNally graduated 

from Fordham University. 


SINGERS 

The Mitchell Boy’s Choir, under 
the leadership of Bob Mitchell, is 
one of the most popular singing 
groups in Southern California. It 
is well known to radio listeners and 
television viewers. In Allied Artists’ 
“Johnny Rocco,” now at the .... 
theatre, the boys chant 
Christmas carols, with young star 
Richard Eyer vocalizing with them. 


scene from “Johnny Rocco,” now at the 


Coleen Gray sympathetically looks on as Stephen MeNally Muednts 
to calm the fears of his young son, played by Richard Eyer in this 


theatre. “Johnny 


Rocco,” produced by Scott R. Dunlap for Allied Artists, tells what 


happens to a young boy, son of 


a gangster, when he witnesses a 


killing. James Flavin, Leslie Bradley, Russ Conway and Frank Wilcox 


head a strong supporting cast. 
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Richard Eyer 
Photo Contest 


Young Richard Eyer who stars in “Johnny 
Rocco” is a typical American boy. As soon as 
you date the picture, start the ball rolling via 
your screen, lobby and newspaper to find such 
a boy in your town. If the boy physically re- 
sembles Eyer, all the better. Opening news- 
paper story should be accompanied by an 
art of Eyer. Have parents submit photos, with 
the winner to be selected by a panel of judges, 
or by your theatre patrons by vote. To do the 
latter, post all photos submitted on lobby board 
with a number on each. Promote prizes from 
local merchants or award theatre passes, for a 
limited period, to the first, second and third 
winners. All contestants should be between 12 
and 14 years of age. 


Go After Boys’ Clubs, 
Scouts, Schools, Etc. 


Contact all local boys’ clubs, Boy Scouts, Lit- 
tle League teams, etc., with the idea of promot- 
ing attendance in a body to any designated or 
special performance. If you so desire, you can 
establish a special price for groups of 25 or 
over. Don't worry about any possible criticism. 
It's a story the youngsters, as well as the 
parents, will love. 


Special Screening 


Make a special advance screening a com- 
munity event. “Johnny Rocco” has a definite 
appeal to groups interested in the teenage 
problem. You can be sure those attending will 
be your best advertising. Invite such groups as 
the PTA, veteran organizations, heads of local 
business men’s clubs, judges, newspaper edi- 
tors, radio and television commentators, heads 
of boys’ clubs, and police who are in charge of 
juvenile matters. Your newspaper editor, after 
seeing the picture, might be favorably inclined 
to run the specially prepared editorial. 


INSERT CARD 


EXPLOITATION 


Father And Son Ideas 


The father and son angle in “Johnny Rocco” suggests a 
variety of promotional and publicity tie-ins. Here are a few: 


1. Make opening night a “Father and Son Night.” If 
mother wishes to come along, admit her free. 

2. Run an essay contest for boys between 12 and 15 
years of age. Subject—“My Dad and I.” 

3. Offer prizes for the best father and son pictures 
submitted. 

4. Merchandising tie-ins for father and son clothing, 
sports equipment, etc. Stills No. 47 and 48, picturing 
Stephen McNally and Richard Eyer are available 
from National Screen. 

5. Run newspaper contest to select your town’s ideal 
father and son. 


Television Slide 


The “Jolanny Rocco” television slide is available with or 
without station ID and theatre and playdate imprinting at 
$4.00 each. However, if you wish this data on it, please be 
sure to include this information when ordering. Order slides 
from CHATIS ART DISPLAYS, 6453 SUNSET BLVD., HOLLY- 
WOOD 27, CALIF. All orders must be accompanied by 
money order or check. 


Radio Transcription 


One sixty-second spot and one thirty-second “Johnny 
Rocco” spot announcements are contained in the specially 
prepared radio transcription. On the same platter are other 
spot announcements that sell the combination double bill, 
“Johnny Rocco” and “Revolt In The Big House.” If you wish 
to use “Johnny Rocco” spots only, be sure to instruct radio 
station to mark the record accordingly to avoid errors. Both 
of the individual “Johnny Rocco” spots have 10 second 
open ends for announcer to come in with local tie-in copy. 
Order your free radio platter from ALLIED ARTISTS PUB- 
LICITY DEPT., 4376 SUNSET DR., HOLLYWOOD 27, CALIF., 
or 165 WEST 46th STREET, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 
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SPECIAL EDITORIAL 


(Plant this or similar editorial with your 
newspaper editor) 


We oldsters, if we are wise, will search 
within ourselves when trying to find those 
deep-seated motives that turn some of our 
children onto the road of delinquency. 


For it is we, as most of us would find in 
our search, who so very often are re- 
sponsible for the troubles, big or small, in 
which our youngsters become enmeshed. 

This thought is not necessarily new. It 
has been dwelt upon from time to time by 
those sociologists who deal in such things 
as finding causes for child misbehavior. 
To the embarrassment and shame of us 
oldsters, they have turned the spotlight 
upon us. But, let's face it. That's too often 
exactly where the spotlight should be 
focussed. 

Hollywood knows this, too. The Holly- 
wood, I might mention, that does from 
time to time reflect a certain social con- 
sciousness and tries, although awkwardly 
maybe on occasions, to point out our 
faults. 

Right now, and not at all awkwardly, 
Hollywood has indicted those of us who 
are the cause of our children’s misbe- 
havior. The indictment may not be pleas- 
ant, but at least it is presented to us in a 
suspense-packed means of entertainment. 
It comes in a film, “Johnny Rocco” which 
a veteran of picture-making, Scott R. Dun- 
lap, has produced for Allied Artists. 

There is no necessity for telling the story 
which presents young Richard Eyer as the 
son of racketeer Stephen McNally. The 
film does the job of telling the story. 

But we do feel a necessity for commend- 
ing Dunlap for pointing the finger of sus- 
picion just where it belongs in so many 
cases — upon us oldsters. 

Let's quit, then, decrying juvenile de- 
linquency as a problem solely of the 
juvenile. For too often it is not the prob- 
lem of the child but of the parent. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 
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